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OBJECTIVES

Obtain statistical, micro-data based
evidence on scientific publishing
and open access (OA) to outputs
of scientific research

o Openness

o Incentives, behaviour

o Demographics and careers

WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION
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Test feasibility of an OECD-run,
online international survey of scien-
tific authors (ISSA) as an addition to
the OECD evidence infrastructure.
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THE ISSA CONCEPT

PILOT SURVEY DESIGN AND OUTCOMES

Target
population

* 1.9m docs in Scopus
published in 2011 with
corresponding author
email address

» 856k docs in selected fields
+ 380k unique authors

« Stratification by country*field,
min stratum of 30

 Target sample= 61K

» Use Surveygizmo tool.
Survey.

* Pre-test and piloting on 1K.

* 12% bounce rate, 73% no
click, 2% click but no
response

* 13% response rate, mostly
complete.

» Country differences.

ACCESS TO RESEARCH OUTPUTS: Open access of scientific documents, by field

and by country
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Significance levels: *=10%, **=5%, ***=1%.
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MAIN FINDINGS:
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1 Willingness to pay for open access to document

1 An offer to pay something (or more) for

declines with amount requested.

open access.

1 Evidence of sweet spot pricing effects (499 vs

[1 Reveals value in excess of access cost

500)

1 Amounts randomly allocated.

71 Journal prestige and funding sources also mat-

ter greatly.

THE ROLE OF OA IN ACCOUNTING FOR SELF-REPORTED CITATIONS

Weighted estimates of citation probability and T-test for difference

MAIN FINDINGS:

EXPLAINING AUTHOR’S EARNINGS

Log annual earnings regression results

MAIN FINDINGS:
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CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE PLANS

» Further testing on lessons learned
from pilot
o Emphasis on respondent value
proposition

» Studies of open access need to look at
incentives and consider link ac-

cess/accreditation

» Preparing anonymised microdata access
plan for interested researchers.

=» Academic incentives

» Subject matter selection:
o Insights on the digitalisation of scien-
tific research.
o Improved measures of scientific activity
and impact

* Economic Analysis and Statistics Division, OECD Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation

For more information about the ISSA project, please visit the dedicated website: oe.cd/issa
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